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Before  proceeding  to  answer  the  question,   I  beg
leave to say that the general idea that Mohammedan
ladies of respectable families are quite ignorant is an
entire mistake.    A sort of indigenous education of a
moderate degree prevails among them, and they study
religious and moral books in Urdu and Persian, and
in some instances Arabic.     In families of the better
classes, there have been ladies in comparatively recent
times who possessed a high degree of ability.     The
poverty of the Mohammedans has been the chief cause
of the decline of female education among them.    It is
still  a  custom  among  the well-to-do and  respectable
families    of    Mohammedans    to    employ    tutoresses
(Ustanis or Mullanis) to get their girls instructed in
the Holy Koran, and in elementary theological books
in  the  Urdu  language.        Sometimes a  father  or a
brother, or some other near kinsman, teaches them to
write letters in Urdu, and occasionally imparts to them
instruction in Persian books.    To qualify them to read
and   write   telegraphic   messages,-   some   boys   have"
taught   English   to   their   sisters   sufficient   for   the
purpose *v and I know of two girls who can even write
letters in English.    I admit, however, that the general
state of female education among Mohammedans is at
present   far   from   satisfactory.    I   cannot   blame  the
Mohammedans for their disinclination towards Govern-
ment girls' schools, and I believe that even the greatest
admirer of female education among European gentle-
men will not impute blame to the Mohammedans if he
is only acquainted with the state of those schools in
this country.    I have also seen a few of the girls'
schools  in   England.    Were   these  institutions  for   a
moment supposed to be just like those in India in every
respect, would any English gentleman like to send his
daughters for education to them ?    Certainly not.    The
Question of female education much resembles the ques-
tion of the oriental philosopher who asked whether the
egg or the hen was first created.    Those who hold that
women should be educated and civilised prior to men
are greatly mistaken.    The fact is, that no satisfactory
education can be provided for Mohammedan females
until a large number of Mohammedan males receive a
sound   education.    The   present   state   of   education
among Mohammedan females is, in rny opinion, enough